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CLEARING

THE TRACK OF THE

WELSHPOOL - LLANFAIR

RAILWAY IN MONTGOMERYSHIRE

See letter: Clearing the Line

CLEARING THE
LINE
Sir,—I was interested in
your article
Among the Blu
tember 10). While one
cannot help but admire
the obvious enthusiasm
of railway preservation
societies to get their lines restarted, it
seems to me that their value to the
com ity, particularly in the field of
youth work, has not yet been recog-
nised.

I am thinking particularly of
Welshpool-Llanfair Railway Preserva-
tion Society in Montgomeryshire. The
line was opened on March 4, 1903, and
was from the beginning operated by
the Cambrian Railway, which in 1923
was taken over by the Great Western

Railway and, on nationalisation, by
the Western Region of British Rail-
ways. Although passenger traffic
~eased on February 9, 1931, goods
trafhc continued until November 5,
1956, when the line was closed. Since
then the Welshpool-Llanfair Preserva-
tion Society has been trying to get it
started again,

Over August Bank Holiday the
young members of the Preservation
Society started their task of bringing
back the now overgrown track to ser-
viceable condition; the enclosed photo-

graph shows them at work. The
Society hopes to re.start passenger
traffic on a modest scale, leasing the

line from the British Transport Com-
mission. There is no doubt that money
will be brought to a rural community
in an area capable of considerable
tourist expansion., It seems to me
that there is a good deal in favour of
the Government’s giving its backing
to such schemes.—C. H. Berrs, 80,
Grove Road, Chadwell Heath, Romford,
Essex.
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